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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE OF 
ORGANLZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION APPOINTED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO 
PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 
MARCH 1946. 


27 June 1946 


Capt. Joseph Tubridy. 
(The Commission convened at 1555 hours.) 


THE GESTAPO 

WILHELM KIRCHBAUM, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 

EX CAPT. TUBRIDY: Will you give your full name please? 

WITNESS: WILHELM JOHANN KIRCHBAUM. 

BX CAPT. TUBRIDY: Will you raise you r right hand, please, and repeat 
after me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that 1 will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 

Please be seated. 

DR. WEISGURBER: I intend to interrogate the witness concerning the following 
points; The transfer of members of the Secret Military Police into the Security 
Police during the war within the framework of emergency draft measures, and the 
tasks, aims and activities of this organization. 

LT. CMDR. HARKLS: I am going to interpose an objection. I don't see 
how it is possible that some members of the Geheime Feld Polizei may have£ been 


drafted into the Gestapo would in any important way affect the basic organization 
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of the Gestapo. A few persons, or even a considerable number, were drafted into 
voluntary 
the Gestapo. That in no way could affect the basic/nature of the organization, 
therefore 1 object to the proposed line of questioning of this witness. 
CAPT. TUBRIDY: Within the terms of the order, whether or not membership 
is voluntary or by legal decree, it has been stated as being irrelevant. Pret, 
ae large numbers have been incorporated into the ^J En cm , oåther on a basis 
of legal decree, u the terms of this order, we, have to consider po ee 
May I ask, before we Pid; how much time you think you wiil need vith this witness: 
DR. WEISGURBER: Not more than one hour. 
CArT. TUBRLDY: Will we need to take that much time? 
DR. NELGURGER: I shall try to confine my auestions to the points absolutely 
necessary in order to clear up tnemmk position of the Gestapo. 
ERX DIRECT EXAMINAT LON 
JDR. VE LSGURBEAX: 
Q Witness, you were a member of the heine Feld rolizei Chief of the Army 
during the last war? 
Yes. 
Nhat was your professional career, very briefly? 
A After the first world war 1 was a police mmbhax employee and in 1922 1 left 
the police with the rank of a mk captain and became a businessman. In 1933 I 
re-entered the police with the same rank and became one of the members of the Urder 
Police. 1n December, 1933, I was employed with the office of the Secret State 
Police in the central office in Saxony, and in 1936 1 entered the Held rolice 


as Inspector, 
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Y In 1938 I was called in order t participate 
in a military maneuver with the field police hk«efxufxkkm 
chief of the army, and then because ws only had been on 
manauvers I was dismissed again in December and on the 
21st of August, 1938, I again entered re-employment wi th 
the army organization, On the lst of May, 1940, I came 

Sixnkerskuemiuakeer Obersalsberg as 

to the/Siansxizhargxer Commander in Chief of the Military 
Police in the OKW., I kept this position until I was captur- 
ed on the end of May, 1945. 


Q What rank did you have as chief cd the field 


police inthe army? 


A I was called on the 21st of August, 1939 with 
the rank of Colonel and that has been my rank until the 
end. 

Q Were you a member of the party or one of it's 
organizations? 

A Un the 20th of “pril, 1934, I was a captain 
in the regular police and I was taken into the SS as an 
Unter sturmfushrer, and I entered the party on the lst of 
May 19357, 

Q And under whos e commandes were you as field 
police commander of tbe army: 

i I was under the jurisdiction of Admiral Canaris in 


the army high command. 
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Q And what was the strength of 
police? 
2 The number of secret field policemenwas 
from three thousand at the beginning of the war to 
or twelve thousand afx as the war went on, 
At certain times were any special units of the 
ice taken in as a part d the Gestapo!‘ 


"yes", 


That question cannot be answered with 
directly,because no soldiers were transferred to the 
Gestapo directly, because they were transferred to the 

That was in 1942, starting with May, 194 
and police leader was named in 
and the/amzuxiky field police was relieved ofmany 
duties through the work of the security police. 
Xxxxmx therefore, that 
the new higher SS and police had 
fuehrer required that the police 


+ 
U 


and he attempted to get the 
as a unit under his jurisdiction. 
the Reichsfuehrer was not carried out due to the protest 
of the OKW, especially of Admiral Canaris, and it was, 
therefore, decided between Himmler and Keitel that the 
secret field police was to release mikxakx all of its 


from 
men that were not needed/fm@ the army. And for that 


reason it was that in France the members of the secret 





IT 


ased from the army at the same time in 1942, 
at first concerned 23 gz troops of secret í 
nd their companies, all together about 2500 men. 
In other words, these men were released from 


the army, then transferred tothe secur | upon an 


ha twva an 
J Y VI NG LA 


this matter was settle 
nber 124 The EEXERy troc 
commissioned officers snd enlisted yen 
field police 
ser vice employes: bc security 
were left, toge 
'ased from th 
took all of th 
How was the 
officers and enlisted men carried out 
to be transferred? 
of selection was strictly fa bidden. 
The entire group was taken ove y the security police with 
the excopti of those men whi were not used by the 
security police, that i 


but the rest moved over 


officers of the security police. 
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X«XEXSOOQUOOCOUUOOLRX 
HARRIS: 
Did I understand you to say that those born 


NXXXEEX earlier, were not transferred? 


was the right answer. You did understand 


any possibility for any menber of 


transferred over to 


a single possibility 
tor efuse this order, 
to say this: 
who w uld rather 
ed with disciplinary action, 
get transferred back into the army. 
Q ihat would have been the reult if 


had refused strictly tobe transferred to the 


police? 


A It is very hard to answer this question as it 


is, but I would say that if the person had refused to be 
transferred, he would have been tried by an army courts 
martial, or after trassfer by an SS court, and that this 
Court wuld have allotted out and decided definitely upon 
the fact that this person should be punished. 

Q These persons that were transferred in such a 
way to the security police were also regarded as so called 


labor recruits? 
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A Those people were generally called the lebor 


recruits @ the requirement groups, 
Q Do you know anything concerning what use was 
made of these drafted workers after they had been trans 
to the security police? 
A These groups were used by the secur 
as such due to the fact that a group usually 
about five ive policemen, four to five off: 
ifteen non-commissioned officers and men which were non 
commissioned men, auditors, mechanics and so ongNXZXXXERIXEZEXER. 
These persons were also all taken over by 


3 


police, and then grouped according to necessity. the 
police xkkampitadxfmxximskanoeyx heads for instance were 
transferred into the criminal police of the Gestapo and 
the SD. The drivers remained as such, as also did the 
other personnel, such as telephone operators, they all 
remained in their jobs as such within the security police. 

Q Jere these transfers of xmHEX secret field 
personnel into the security police, wh e they also made 
in other occupied countries? 

A tes, the chief of the German police made a 
possibility of obtaining a good personnel. It 
so very good that the Chief of the German police, whenever 
there was a higher SS and police leaders within the country 
reqiired, that the secret field police cease all activities, 


and be transferred a s a whole group wer to the security 
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police, The result of that was that whenever a new higher 
police or SS leader was put into one of the occupied 

all of 
countries, that the OKW took/zxax it's secret field personnel 
out of the country on a flight in order to get them out 
of the country in time. “uring the course of the years 1945 
to 1945, eight entire groups were transferred f 
secret field police to the security police in Belgium, 
one group in Serbia, one group in Denmark and after the 
retreat from the Ea a total of eighteen groups. 

Q Can you give me the entire strength of these so- 
called ayax labor recruits? 

A The number amounted to as I figured it out, but, 
however, I shall have to figure it out without any kind of 
files, I figure from betweem 5500 and 7500 yen, 

Q Was there any cooperation in the work between 
the secret field police and the security police? 

A Naturally, since the secret field police was 
only responsible for areas outside of the Reich's borders, 

kaxkxthaxx 
that is, in enemy country. /#waxwexkedxtogethax Their 
wrk together only amounted to so-called administration 


providing 
and law. In other words, that was such work as ‚graxkänz 


for information, giving the other groups their jobs to 


work mkkx with the files, and any other kind of a job, 
such as driving vehicles, since the secret field police 
and security police always were under the same Commander 


in Chief of the Army. However, there was no organizational 
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or jurisdictional connection between the secret field 
police and the security police. 

Q Didn't the secret field police sentlit's prison- 
ers tothe prisons of the security police? 

A I don t even know of any prison that was in the 
hands of the security police since all of these prisons 
in these & cupied territories, such as France and the 
others, were under the command of the military commanders, 
that is, the military administration. After 1942 an agros- 
ment was reached according to which the secret field 


police had no jurisdiction whatsoever concerning civilian 


matterse From that time on the secret field police was 
actions 
only connected or interested in Amage within the group 


or within the groups of the army, and whenever there was 
any kind of attack by civilians upon militery instal lations 
or military units. Whenever, a manwas arrested by the 
secret field police and if in case it was found out he 

did not act against any of our military laws, then this 
men was transferred, after his arrest to the security 
police, sincw we did not have anything to do with civilian 
matters. The German secret field police was originally 
the counter intelligence police of the German Army. “After 
the higherSS and police leader was named, the units, 

that is, the counter iltelligence units had to work 


together exclusively with the s ecurity police and the 
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secret field police was only interested in military matters, 
actions 

that is,/maax within the units. 

Q Who provided the administration and guarding 
units far these prisoners? 

A there were two kind of prisons, one military 
prisons which were temporary prisons, and, secondly, 

the prisons 

mzrismx/that already had existed within this country. The 
matter was at that time exactly as it was kkexrm today, 
that is, all of these prisons were under the jurisdiction 
of the military government, that is, whether they were army 
prisons or whether they were civilian prieons, and, 
therefore, the military commander of the area hadyxkaxikazx 
to provide 
/administration and guarding units, and whether or not in 
this case it was the local field commander it was the 
department commander that provided these troops is not 
of any importance. However, these troops were under the 
jurisdiction of the Commander in Chief or Oberbefehlshaben 
and the army prisons and military prisons had only military 
prisoners. However, civilian jails were occupied partly 
by members of the nation in which these prisons were, 

Q The Gestapo did not carry out any mutual 
action betwem the secret field police and the security 
police? 

LIEUTENANT HARRIS: I am going to object. I 


think this is quite irrelevant. I don't see what bearing 


this que stion ar this line of questioning has upon the | $ 
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criminality of the Gestapo. Furthermore, I am going to 
renew my objection now on the basis that the e vidence 
adopted by the witness does not indicate that any such 
aonsiderable percentage of the mk membership of the Gestapo, 
during the period from 1933 to 1945, was brought in by 
a draft of the military forces, such as would in any way 
affect the essential, voluntary character of the Gestapo 
and State or as m œ ganizations 
DR, WEISGURBER: I want to state the following: 
The Gestapo started out being a small organization 


and in 1953 it grew until 1945. One m moe groups of 
t 3 p 


persons were brought into the Gestapo, that is, they were 


made a part of the Gestapo. One of thse groups is the 
so-called labor recruits, concerning whom we are talking 
now. I want to prove that other groups of personnel which 
were even much larger than these were brought into the 
Gestapo, not through their om volunteering byt through 
transfers, I will create evidence concerning many more 
groups which were forced into the Gestapo, It is only 
when all of these groups have been heard that judgment can 
be given as to whether œ not the Gestapo essentially was 
a military unit av not. It is, therefore, not now permis- 
sible to have an objection which says that the organization 
concerning which we are speaking now does not in any wa 


disprove a claim of the Prosecution that the Gestapo was 
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a voluntary organization. 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I don't kx think you qo ite 


» 


get the point.pegarding the matter. ,fhje vidence isnot 


showing any real lack of criminality on the part of the 
Gestapoe 

DR. WEISBURGER: I shall intend or I do intend 
to ask a few questions conceming that point. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: May we direct the questions 
to that? 

DR. WEISGURBER: Yes, 

BY DR. WEISGURBER?: 

Q These questions now do not concern themselves 
expressily with the Gestapo, but they are in connection 
with the action of the secret field police. 

LIEUTENANT HARRIS: I just raised the question 
of whether we are concerned with the action of the 
secret field police. 

DR. WEISGURBER: I should have the possibility 
to prove and show that crimes of which the Gestapo is 
accused could have been carried out by other orgsnizations. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: The question is not, could they, 
but, did they? 

DR. WEISGURGER: Concerning that the witness 
shall make statements in so far as what he knows, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Kkaikkx Let's proceed. 
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BY DR. WEISGURBER? 
Q To what extent was the secret field police connect- 
ed with the deportation of Jews and their extermination? 
A As far as i know almost certainly not at all. 
Q I have only a few more questions. My statem nt 
is correct, isn't it, that as I sa the 
members that were transferred into the 
police between the years 1942 and 1945, did not do 
untarily and they could not have and were not in a 
to ask for a different transfer or were in no position 
refuse to transfer without endangering themselves, that is, 
withoutmaking the possibility of a di sciplinary court martial 
action? 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: You asked that question before, 


didn't yout 


just a summary, 
summary of the case, 
APTAIN TUBRIDY: There is no point in repetition, 
DR. WEISGURGER: Then I will recall the question. 


I have no further questions, 


CROSS EXAMINATION 


Q You said that during the pe riod 1945 to 1945 about 
twenty-eight groups of nine ad twelve polezei were transfer- 


fed to the higher police and police leaders? 
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A Yes 


Q And that the total number involved was betwem 


6500 and 5700? 
A Yes 
Q Does that include those transferred in France? 
A y I g n numbers a 
France 
is all 
three groups in France and about 


he other countri 


that includes all 
etce, KHUXXREXEX who are included 
Bverything. 
And, however, no officer just the non-commissi oned 
“es, 
officers with each 
were civil servants 


also transferred 


Were MEE hese pP: so transferred former 
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at 
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XXXNXX non-commi 


enlisted men in each of ti» 


trained in counter intelligence activi 


ac 
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BY CAPTAIN TUBR 


know of any case where a person could 
resign after the transfer? 


Out of 


> German police, 


Admiral Canaris and 


$ 


d not want any trouble œ difficu 


security police. 


The reason 


because t! were not ing 


right? 
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did not have any chance of bettering 


due to the act there were 


At 
i» 


security were not 


tht for instance a 


their ability, 


a chief district and was trans 


aa 
Ih 


and they made an unterscharfenfuehrer 


that 
len 


m 


excused,. 


themselves 


+} 
LILO 


Tn 


because they 


but also 


a lot of experts 


used 


will be 


e 
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CAPT TUBRIDY: “ill we need to take that much time? 

DR. WEISGURCER: I shall try to confine my questions to the points abso- 
lutely necessary in order to clear up the position of the Costano e 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. WEISCURBER: 

Q Witness, you wo e a member of the Feld Polizei Chief of the Army dur’ 
the last war? 

A Yos, 

Q What was your professional career, very breifly? 

A After the first world war I was a police employee and in 1922 I left 
the police with the rank of a captain and became a businessman, In 1933 I ree 
entered the police with the same rank and became one of the members of the 
Order Police, In December, 1933, I was employed with the office of the Secret 


Stato Police in the central office in Saxony, and in 1936 I entered the F 1d 


Police as Inspector. | 


In 1938 I was called in order to participate in a military maneuver wit 
the field police chief of the army, and then because we onl“ ha? been on mano 
vers I was dismissed again in December and on the 21st of August, 1938, 
entered re-employment with the army organization. On the lst of say, 1940, I 
came to the Obersalsberg as Commander in Chief of the Military "o.ice in the 


a 


OKW. I kept this osition until I w pbured on the 2nd of May, 1915. 

Q “hat rank did you have as chief of the field police in the army? 

A i was called on the 21st of August, 1939 with the rank of “oionel amd 

has been my rank until the end, 

Q ere you a member of the party or one of it's organizations? 

A On the 20th April, 1934, I was a captain in the regular police and I 
was taken into the 39 as an Untersturmfuehrer, and I entered the party on the 

t of May 1937. 

Q And under whose command wee you as a field voiice commander of the a 

A I was under the jurisdiction of Admiral Canaris in the army high comm 

Q And what was the strength of this secret fisid police? 

A The number of secret field policemen was raised from three thousand a 
the beginning of the war to eleven or twelve thousand as the war went on. 


Q At certain times were any special units of the secret field police tak 
1912 





Cook 


i 


in as part of the Cestapo? 

A That question cannot be answered 
soldiers wsre transferrod to the Gestapo directly, bo they were 
ed to the security police. that 

en police leader was named in advance 


a 


police was relieved of many of it's duties through the 
Police. It was, therefore, that the teichsfuchrer Se, after 
and police had been created, the 
larged in france, and he attempted to get the entire secret ficid po.ice 
unit under his jurisdiction, *his request 
+ AT 


out due to the p test of tne OR 


therefore, decide etween Himmler and 


aĝo 


their comp 


nen transferr 


the 17th 
December, 1912. Lhe troops at is onmi,ssionsd officers and enlisted 
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to be transferred over to the security police? 


there was not a single possibility 


police to refuse this 


of soldiers who would rather havo 


action, tried time 
the army. 


Q “hat would have beon the result if & 
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A Noturally, since the secret field police was o 


for areas outside of the Reich's borders,that is, in enemy cantry.e Their 
work together only amounted to so-called administration and laws In other 


Ind ch wori 3 nfParmnti on "iuri O40 th „tech 
words, tnat was such work information, giving the other 


groups their jobs to work los, ond any other kind of a job, such 


as driving vohiclos, sinco the socrot ficld police 


always wore under tho same Commander in Chief of tho irm 


orgenizational or jurisdictional connection betwe ho secrot fiold 


OL ce 


and the security police. 


Bo 


tho secret fiold police sond its 


police? 
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I don't oven know of any prison that was i: 


police since prisons in those occupied 
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this country. The matterras at that time exactly as it 


all of those prisons were under the jurisdiction of tho military government, 


that is, whother they wore army prisons or whether they were civ: 1 prisons 
and, th ho mi. meander of the 
ion and guarding units, and whether or not in this 
fiold commander or it was the dopartu ramen that provided these 
troops is not of ony impertanco, Ucwevor, these troops wero uncor tho 
jurisdiction of the Commander in Chiof or Oberlofchishaben anc 
prisons aac military prisons hac only military tb onerse Howover, civilian 
jails wore cocupioc partly by members of tho m inwhich these prisons 
WOrOs 
The Gestapo did nct 

¿ü police and the security 

LIEUTLEAHT 
irrelevant. 


questioning nas upon the 
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criminality of the Gestapoe 


now on the basis that the evidence adopted by the witness docs not indicate 


that any such considerable percentage of tho meubership of the stapo, 


uosVvap ing 


tho poriod fron 1933 to 1915, was brought in by a draft of the military forces, 


such as would in any way affect the essential, voluntary character of the 
Gestapo as a State or as 

DR. WEISGURBER: I want to state the followings 

The Gast o started out being a small organization and in 1933it gre: 
until 1945. One or more groups of persons wore brought in 
that is,they were made a part of the Gestapo. if these groups is the 
so-called labor recruits, concerning whom wo are lking now I want to prov 
that other groups of personnel which were even 
brought into the Gestapo, that is, they i 
of these groups is the so-called labor recruits, 
nowe I want to prove that other groups of personnel which wore even much 
larger than these were brought into the Gestapo, not shrouch their own 
volunteering but through transfers. Will create evidence ncorning many 
more groups which were fcr6od into the Gestapo. is only when all of these 


E + ~ Am Lin. Seach 0 + m ^*^ 7 e y meaa = ia - ad Y^ 
groups have been heard th: udsme! be en as to whether ob not the 


Gostapo essentially was a military unit or note I is, thercfore, not now 


permissible to have an objection which says that tho org nization concerning 
which wo aro speaking now doo8 not in any way disprove a claim of the 
Prosecution that the Gestapo was a voluntary organizatie 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I don't think you quite cet the point of the matt 
Furthermore this evidence does not show any real lack 
part of the Gestapoe 

DR. WEISGURBER: I shall intend or I do intend to ask a fow question 
concerning that pointe 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY 

DR. WEISGURBER? Yese 
BY DR. WEISGURBER : 

questions now do not concern thonsd. vos e zorossly with the 


Gestapo, but they are in connection with tho action of the socro$ field policc 
1918 
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DR. WEISGURBER: I should have tho possibility to prove and show that 


27 June-Jii-2-Cook 
crimes of which the Gestapo is accused could have been carried out by other 
organizations, 

CAPTAIN TUBEIDX: The more primary question is not,could they, but 
did they? 

DR. WEISGURBER: Concerning that the witness shall mako stai 
so far as what ho knowss 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Let's proceed, 
BY DR. WEISGURBER: 

Q To what extent was tho secret field pol 
deportation of Jews and thoir extermination? 

A As far as know almost certainly not 

Q Ihave only a fow more questions. My statement is correct, isn't 
it, that as I say the secret ficld police members that were transferred into 
the security field police between the years 1942 and 1915, 


voluntarily and they could not have and were not in a position to ask fora 


different transfer or were in no position to refuse to transfer without 


endangering themselves, that is, without makinz tho possibility of a disciplinar 


court martial action? 

‘CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: You asked that question before didn't y ou, Dre 
Teiszurber? 

t. WEISGURBER: It is just a summery, a closing sumary 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 
recall tho question. I have no further 
questions. 
EXQOIINATION 

BY LIEUTENANT HARRIS: 

Q You said that during the period 19l3to 1945 about twonty-eizht 
groups of nine or twelve polizei wer- transferred to the higher police and 
police leaders? 

A Yese 

Q And that the total number involved was between 5,500 and 5,700? 

Yese 


Does that include those transferred in Franco? 
1919 
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MU 


xact numbers as far as France is concernede 


-— 


That is all right, Wẹ are not interostode 


About twenty-three groups in France and about twenty-eight groups 


in the other countries. 


Q And all told about 5,500? 


A Bach group has 100 men and in addition to that you have the 


various staffs, yese 
Q And that includes all clerical help and drivers, ctce who are 
included in that number? 
A Bverythinge 
Q And, however, no officers, just the non-commissioned officers? 
A Yes, thore wore five officers, five or six officers with 
each of these groups, that is, if they were civil servants with officors! ranks 
and these were also transferred into the security policce 


Q Were any of these persons so transfhrred former monubors 


police in civilim life? 





Dem 


No, anong these non-commissioncd off and enlisted 
© nono with the exception of tho five civil sorvant: 
with officers! ranks which were police. Besides the forty-five 
noncommissioned office é enlisted nen c | of these group: 
these sides were ell of then nonbors of some 


that is, oy oiino: > lawyers or law maubers or 


a 


Gonts and so on. 
Q The leaders were professional policemcn whose carce 


had been interrupted by tho fact o? tho war and they had 


A dade WA 
police work in the army instead of continuing in their 


police work? 


when they were transferred to the security poli: 


they were rostorcä in a sense 9 job to tho ono thoy 


cT 1 1 ^ de 1 ~ 
nay havo had, had they 
A ^c ^ 4 noc . 
A he policemen 
15 343. r y Y^ Xn "m 
about scvonty per-ccnt 
* & 


percent adninis ‘tive police menbers an non rtain percent 


onployces of the Gestapo, and thesc Gostepo men woro all non bor. 


in 1917 or after, and is, young men who 


Now when these higher police loadcrs and SS roooivod 


of these men I suppose they spread thoi out under the 


Vvario' 


undor their command, such as order polico and security 


and tho Waffen SS and so on? 


A No, these forty-fivo noncommissioned officers and onlis? 


ion in cach of these groups were trainod in o 


`t 
V M 


activitics, end thoy wero oach required to spcak a nunbor of for- 


eign languages frequently and to have no provious court rocords, 


and, therefore, these mon were transforred into tho sccurity po- 


lice since thoy wore of no use in tho ord 


1 dor pollco, 


Q I was thinking of tho cightoon groups you mentioned whic 


„u 


right at tho ond of the war wore transferred on tho rotroat fron 


tho East. I Suppose sone of thom were put intc 


ecial SS functi 
1921 
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othor than tho Socurity Police? 

à No, that was not tho casc. 

Q Well in any case they were divided anong the Gestapo 
and the Kriro and the SD, weren't they? 

à Yos, that is as woll at hone 
torios. 

Q And there were five professional polioccaon 
forty-five NCO's and enlisted non in cach group? 

A In addition to these there were a military personnel of 
28 drivers, one bookkoopor, three clerks and so on, 

Q And thoro wore how many, cightecn groups in France and 
twenty-cight groups olsowhoro? 

A Twonty-three groups in France and twonty-eizht groups 
in tho other parts. 


EE 14 Av ^11 ~ 3 
further quost 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY M. Lil 
Q ave just ono quostion, Wil ou toll no, witness, 
if tho men who were moved from tho soerot polico into the securi 
police had some change in thoir uniforn? 
A Yos, duc to tho fact they wero transforrec from tho arn 
they were not solcicr 
TRECT EX. MINATION 
BY DR. WEISGUREZA: 
Q I have only o question. An I correct in saying 
tho 28 drivers, throo erks a o on, becano manbers of tho 
security police, just as as tho other forty-five police aids 
that wont into tho sccurity police? 

S, thoro wes no difference made whatsoever. The OKW 
wanted a difference between the secret field police and tho socur 
ty ficld police, and, therefore, these troops wore transferred 
completely with all material to the security 
BY CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: 


Q Do you know of any caso whore a porson cou 
1922 
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tho transfor? 

A Out of the 2300 nen that were transfcrred in France of 
tho security police, I reccived at least 1800 req ests for re 
assignment, but only due to the fact that thoso persons did p^ 
better their positi In fact, the positic sot worse, both 
materially and in the occupation, and io nonbers of the inte! 
genco branch formerly had a possibility of beconing officers, an 
therefore, improving the tatu but upon being censidered as 
recruited workers, they were at the onā 

here any attempt to resign fron the sorvieo or to 
happened when they wou 
them informed through 
or by mysclf that such a 
account of tno azroonent betwee ho OKW cana 
German police. This order w given to 


Canaris and as a reason ho said 
difficulties with tho socuri poliec. 
Q The reason why thoy wanted to 
betteri er 
The men not only wanted to 
have any chance of botter 
there were a lot of oxports withir ho security polico am these 
ren were not used entircly for their abili that is, for in- 
stanco a man who used to be a chief for a district and was trans- 
ferred into the SS and they made an SS unterscharfonfuchrer -- 
CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: I think that will be enough. are 
thoro any further questions? Thon the witness will 


(The comission adjourned until 28 Juno 1946 at 1000 hot 
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The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the tostino 
of WILHELM KRICHBAUM taken on 27 June 1946. 
piilani à ahuna 


mr tt CL Ot GE rn a 


Roportor 


Rose Cook 
Roporter 





Im 


über ongeklagte 


27.Juni-I,Schm-1-Wehl- 


Antliche Niederschrift der Zceugenaussagen 
Orgcnisetionen vor der vom Internationalen Militäörgcrichtshof 


ec. 


em 13 März 1946 gemäss Poresreph IV ernannten Kommission, 


snme —— . 1 (1— S —--vme=—--0- 


en an i 
u m 


Sie den rechten 
schwöre ei Gott dem Allmachtigen 6d i yisscndon,; 
Tai 


wcraec 


ci as any 
los nach.) 


2d fo ©) L gc 21 
von Ang AC hör: Le en 
‚£flLichtete in die 
einen | rheben. Denn ich 


rfiihrung im Rehmen der Notdiens 


1 möchte 


ob die 
anstverorädnung 
isrtion gezogen worde ind, Voi hier von einer 


grossen Inzehl von Leuten die Rede 
1855 





Juni-1I,.Schm-2-Wahl- H0990 — 0037 


die in die Org^nisction auf Grund einer gesetzlichen Vorschrift 
eingegliedert wurden, werden wir, gemäss don Znordnungen die 
Mitglicdseheft zu betrrchten heben. 
dass Sie den Zeugen benötigen werden? 
werde nicht länger wie eine Stunde brruche 
Tubridy: st es nötig, überhnupt diese Zeit zu brruchen? 
EISSCEREER: Ich werde mich bemühen, die Frogen auf des 
.llernotwendigste zu beschränken und cuf dos, wer zur „ufklärun: 


chverarltes unbecingt notwendig 


TOC ge so te 
PM Bie he | OTUs ws 


Zeuge, Sie waren in dem ahgelmufenen Kriege Feldpoli- 


1 


zeichef der Wehrmacht? 


mr 
DULL Se 


cusegcschiede 


wieder 


‘eldpolizeichef einberufen 


Im Dezember 1938 wurde ich ieder aus der 


‘eldvolize icne 

1940 wurde ich d 

mando der wWehrmacht, 
meiner Gefangennehme am 


#Welchen Dienstgrad hatten 


Ich wurde am 2 Lug. 1939 als Oberst einberufen und bin 


diesem Rang zu meiner Entlassung 


lehrmacht, 





vv UNON 


Ger Partei oder einer ihrer Gliecerungen’ 


27.Juni-I,Schm-3-Wahl- 
Fe Waren Sie Mitglied 
Jawohl, ich wurde im Jahre 1934, am 20, Jpril 1954 als 
ptmenn der Schutzpolizei in die SS übernommen als SS-Unter- 
sturmführer.In die Partei bin ich eingetreten am 1. Mai 1957. 
F, Wem unterstanden Sie als Teldpolizeichef der Wehrmacht? 


Ich unterstand ausschliesslich dem Jdmirel Canaris im 


Oberkommando der Wehrmacht. 


hoch war die Hauptstärke der Geheimen Feldpolizei? 


Stärke der Geheimen Feldpolizei stieg von 3000 Mann 


gsbeginn auf etwa 11 000 Mann bis 12 000 Mann im Laufe 


von einem bestimmten Zeitpunkt ab gewiss 
Feldpnolizei in die Geheime Staatspolizei 


Cx - 


sind keine Solda 


zwer 
Ltpunkt 
ime Feldpolizei 
ehend entlastet. ius diesen Grunde 
Sicherheits- 
Polizeikr&Efte 
Gesamtheit 
cneiterte 
acht, insbesondere 
anler und Keitel 
Feldpolizei die überflüssigen 
entlassen sollte. Lus diesen Grunde 
Teile der GIP 
zu bestimmten Terminen im Jahr 9 us å Wehrmacht entissse 
und zwar handelte es sich zunächst um 23. Gruppen der Geheimen 
Feldpolizei. Das sind also Kompanien gewissermassen, insge 
etwa 2500 Mann. 


1857 
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Es erfolgte also die Entlassung aus der Wehrmacht und die 


Überführung in die Sicherheitspolizei auf Grund eine 


Jawohl., Es lag hierüber i,chste eine Vereinbarung, 
eine mündliche Vereinbrrung zwischen Keitel und Himmler vor, 
welche in Form einer .nordnung durchgegeben wurde, die dann durch 
den Befehl vom Dezember 1942 endgiiltig festgelegt wurde. Die 
Unteroffiziere und liannscheften der Geheimen Feldpolizei 
ebenso wie die Beamten mit ihrer Ges^mtausrüstung geschlossen 
zu überführen und wurden dort en- 
ehrmacht , wurden also als geschlossene Forma- 
herheitspolizei übernommen, 
sichtspunkten erfolgte die JLuswahl der zu 
Unteroffiziere und Mannschaften? 
Jeglishe Form der Juswahl war verboten, Es wurd lediglich 
iejenigen Jahrgänge in der Truppe, die an sich auch 
1erheitspolizei nicht u.k. ware as waren die Jahre: 
jünger, nicht überführ alle anderen Leute mit susneahme 
= 


Berufssoldaten wurden ohne jegliche Auswahl in die Sicherhei 


poiizei tibernonmmen,. 


Geheimen leldpoli- 


picnerheits- 


einen Ange- 
zu widersetzen, Ich 
Teil der Soldaten, 
zur Polizei zu gehe 


wurden, weil sie von s sus dauernd Rückver- 


er Y. : heen eaten arene 
Sgesucne usw, gemacht nenopen, 


Welches wären die Folgen einer strikten Weigerung gewesen, 


Versetzung in die Sicherheitspolizei Folge zu leisten? 
Diese Frege zu beantworten, ist natürlich sehr schwer, 


„ber zum mindesten wäre ein Krigesgericht oder nach der Überführu 
1858 





27.Juni-I.5Schm-B-Waehl- | | IN IN | | | | 


-0 
in die Sicherheitspolizei ein SS- Und Polizeigericht zuständig 


gewesen, das den betreffenden Mann aufs schärfste bestraft hätte, 
P. Die Angehörigen der Geheimen Feldpolizei, die auf diese 
Weise in die Sicherheitspolizei überführt wurden, wurden auch 
Notdienstverpflichtete genannt. Ist das richtig? 

Die Leute wurden an sich die Notdienstverpflichtete; 
genannt, 
F, Tas ist Ihnen über die Verwendung dieser Notdienstverpflich- 
teten nach erfolgter Eingliederung in die Sichermeitspolizei 
bekannt? 
lie Die Notdienstverpflichteten oder vielmehr die Soldeten, 
welche in die Sicherheitspolizei als Notdienstverpflichtete über 
führt wurden,wurden i: Sicherheitspolizei in allen Sparten 


verwendet. Denn eine Gruppe Geheime Feldpolizei bestand 


Unteroffiz 
Senitätern usw, 
von der 
siten ent- 
zur Kripo, 
nso wie das 
We verwendet. 
Überführungen 
Gie Sichcrheits- 
zocd. vorgenom 
jewohl. Der Chef der deutschen Polizei machte von dieser 
vcitgehenden: Gebrauch, 
ein Höherer 
izciführer eingesetzt war, dass die Feldpolizei ihre 
Tätigkeit einzustellen habe und ihm diese Leute zu berführen 
Das führte dazu, dess das Oberkommando des Heeres, bezw. 


das Öberkoumando der Wehrmacht essee» wenn irgend- 


wo ein Höherer SS- und Polizeiführer eingesetzt war, die Geheim 


Feldpolizei fluchtartig abzos, 
de > 2 
1059 





27.Juni-1I.Schm-6-Weahi- Braun- 

trotzdem wurden im Leufe der Jahre 1943 - 1945 überführt aus 

Belgien 8 Gruppen in die Sicherheitspolizei, in Serbien cine, 

eine in Dänemark und nach dem Rückzug aus dem Osten noch weitere 
einen “ugenblick -- 18 Gruppen. lso 18 Gruppen im Osten, 

8 Gruppen in Belgien, eine Gruppe in Dänemerk und eine Gruppe in 

Serbien, 

På Können Sie mir die Gesrmtkopfstärke dioscr Notdienst- 

verpflichteten angeben? 

hs Die Gesamtkopfstarke betrug nach meiner Erinnerung, die ich 


allerdings ohne Unio gen hier machen muss, etwa 5500 bis 7500 


P. Bestand eine Zusemmenarbeit zwischen dcr geheimen Feldpo- 
lizei und der Sicherheitspolizei? 

Jawohl und zwar eine seclbstverst?2ndiiche; denn die geheime 
Feldpolizei wer jo nur ausserhalb der Reichsgrenzen zuständig, 
also auf den Sriegsschaupl<tzen. Dic Zusammenarbeit bestand nur 
in der sogenannten ints- und Rechtshilfe, also in Zuskunftser 
teilungenrodur in -.-'-Akvoneinsichten oder in irgendwelchen 

Bestellung von Kraftfahrzeugen oder ähn- 
da beide Formationen, sowohl dic Feld- 
rheitspolizei immer ein und demselben 
untsrstenden. 
rlei orgenisatorischer oder belehlsmässi- 
ger Zusomvonheng zwischen Feldpolizei und Sicherhe 
Fe Liefcr*e die Ceheime Feldpolizei denn nicht Gefangene in die 
Gefängnisse deur Sıchaerkeitscolizei ein? 
mir nicht bekannt, dass die Sicherheitspolizei über- 
haupt selbst Cefángnisse hatte, sondern die Gefängnisse 
Goch in Frankreich oder anderen Ländern Einrichtungen der Mili 
tarverwaltung, bzw. der Militärverwaltungsbehörden; - sollte ein 
jer festgenommen war, ~ oder derf ich es anderes formulie- 


ren nach den Vereinbarungen, die im Jahre 1942 getroffen ware 


hatte die Geheime Feldpolizei auf dem zivilen Sektor keine Zu- 


ständigkeitsmehr. Die Geheime Feldpolizei war von diesem Zeit- 


punkt ab nur noch zustöndig innerhalb der Truppe und soweit es 


se MM IN 





H0990 — 0042 


il anging, nur noch bei direkten Anschlägen gegen die i/chr- 


.Juni-I.Sgchm-7-Braun- 


macht, Wenn also die Geheime Feldpolizci einen Zivilisten fest- 
genoimen hatte, denn wurde das gemeldet und wenn er nicht im 
Zusammenhang mit ciner truppenpolizcilichen “ngelegenheit stand 
wurde der Mann nach sciner Festnahme on die Sicherheitspolizei 
überschen, weil diese zuständig wer für die Zivilisten, 

Die Geheime Teldpolizei wer je ursprünglich. die „bwehr- 
polizci der deutschen Wehrme gewiesen. Nach der Einsetzung 
des Höheren $8 und Polizeiführers jedoch z.B. in Frankreich 
mussten die militörischen Dienststellen d.h. die Zbwehrstellen 


russchliesslich mit der Sicherheitspolizei zusammenarbeiten, 


1 ^ 
^3 


wehrend die Geheime Feldpolizei nur noch Truppenpolizei war. 
stellte denn des Verwaltungs- und Bewechung 
genis 
zwei Arten von Gefangnissen, nämlich 
derunter auch die sogenannten 
lendcseigenen Ge- 
sweffenden Lanóern vorhanden warcn, 
ilitärverweltung untc: 
Milivirverwaltung auch 
ersonal zu stellen und die Lufsicht Uber dic Ge- 
nur verschieden ob der 
Ldkomue nd er der Ortskommandant oder irgendeine andere 
3,elle, Verentwortlich für jeden Fall wer cr in seiner Bigen- 
Gerichtsherr, 
iesslich Wehrmachts- 


"angnisse auch mit dom 


fanenispersonal arbeiteten der Länder, in denen sie sich 


cht gemeinsame Aktionen der Geheimen Feldpolizei unc 


Sicherheitspolizei durchg-führt worden? : 
die Darüber ist mir nichts bekannt. 


2 


LT HARRIS: orhe Einwand gegen diesc Frege. Ich 


— 


cin, wes diese Fregen und Antworten mit der Kriminalität der 
1861 
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Gcstopo zu tun haben, und ich erhebe Einwand zus dem Grunde, 


27,Juni-I.Schm-8-Broun- 


weil es bisher noch nicht bewiesen worden ist, dass zwischen 
1933 bis 1945 ein sehr grosser Prozentsatz dor Gestapo—Beeamte 
in Wirklichkeit von militärischen Orgenisationen überführt wor- 
den sind. Der Teil, der überführt worden ist, den bi jet zt 
gezeigt worden ist, dess welche überführt worden sind, bewcisst 


^ 


auf keinen Fall, dass die Ces.apo doch grundsätzlich eine frei- 
Willige Orgenisetion wer. 
DR WEIS3GERBER: Hierzu erkläre ich folgendes: Die Gehcime 
Staetspolizei ist aus kleinen unfängen in Jehre 1955 zu einer 
ssen Orgenisetion im 
immer weitere Porsonengruppen in die Geheime 
gliedert worden, Eine acrertige *ersonengruppe sind diedder 
Notdienstverpflichteten, mit denen ich mich heute 
Pür andere Personengruppen, die zehlenmässig noch viel stärker 
erpflichteten habe i joreits einen 
sie nicht freiwillig zur Gestapo gckommen 
sind. Für weitcre Personengruppen werden ich 
führen, Die Zusammenfassung aller dieser “crsonengruppen 
dann erst die Möglichkeit für die Beurt 
Zugehörigkeit zur Gestapo cine freiwillige 
dass 
der Begrinduns, 


Porsonengruppe, die für sich allein. die Gegenbeweise 


inklegebehérde der freiwilligen Zugehörigkeit nicht 


Ich gleu De, 


keineswegs, dass die Ges.apo keine kriminelle Organisation wa: 


DR WEISSGERBER: h hebe noch einige Frage zu diesem Punkt 
vorgesehen. 
DLPP, TUBRIDT: Tönnen wir zu diesen Fragen übergehen? 


DR WEISSGLRBER: Jowohl. 
1862 
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27.Juni-I. Schm-9-Brrun- 
beziehen sich nun nicht ausdrücklich cuf die 
polizei, sondern sie stehen im Zusemmenheng mit der 
| Feldpolizei, weil ich auf diesem ieg beweisen will - - 
Ich hobe ri ZG SC | wir an der Aktion 
cheimen Felópolizei nicht ineressiert sind. 
SSG. REER: Ich muss aber die Möglichkeit haben auch 
ise noch der Richtung zu führen, drss Handlungen, die der 
Geheimen Staertspolizcei zur’ Last ge £ werden, auch von anderen 
onen begrngen 
ist nicht, ob sie es 


1 


nor. zd WIL i hae ake 
örıne Trage t í 9s ausgeführt haben. 


be NL LE 


sagen was or weiss. 


welchen Umfenge wer 


von Juden in cen Vernichtungslage 


corlegon sein, dess ingehori- 
Foldpolizei, die in den Jahren 1942 bis 1945 
Notdiocmnstvocofliohtoto in die Sipo überführt wurden, in 
cinem Falle freiwillig in die 5i camen und cuch keine Mög- 
Zichen odcr zu wid 


AMI AOT NEN 
strafung gewärtig 


LPT TUSR-LDY: Sie haben doch die Frege vorhin sc 
Dr, Weisse "or bor? 
WISSGLERBER: Es ist eine zusammenfassende Schlussfrege. 
ge nechmels zu stelle: 


Frage zurück, Ich 


weiteren Fragen mehr. 


haben doch gesngt, dass zwischen 1945 und 1945 ungefa. 
pen von der Geheimen Feldpolizei an den Höheren SS- und 


rrer überführt worden sind? 
1863 
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27,Juni-I.Schn-10 - Braun- 


ES 


Leute zwischen 5500 und 7500 


das cinschliessend derjenigen in Frenkreich? 
1, 


auch Frankreich. ich kann die Zeñi ganz genau 


in Frankreich und ca. 28 Gruppen in anderen Lande 


100 Kenn und hinzu kemen dio ver- 


acmainisursoui 
MH JO t. , m o : eae ae ros 
Suchheltung usy Jio £ lle eingeschlossen? 


Liles. 
P, allerdings keine Offizier nur Unteroffizicre? 
bis auf die Beamten im Offiziorsrong die wir hatten, 
ei jeder Gruppe wore bis ( fizicre h. Be im 
ibeamte weren und nit den Grup; 
zurücktrrten, 
Waren viole Sieser Leute früher Polizist 
Von den Unteroffizieren und Lonnschoz 
sondern lediglic! 
range, Die Unteroffizie u Man hoeften soweit 
beamte weren, n1 Mann bei jeder Gruppe bestanden 
lich aus dngehorigen der 
Direktoren usw. 
mit enderen Worten, diese 5 Leute allerdings waren 
Berufspolizisten, deren Polizei- Arbeit unterbrochen wurde, 
den Ausbruch des Krige li 2 in die Feldpolizei 
els Wehrmachitsangehorige, 
diese Leute denn in die sicnerheitspolizei zurück - 
kamen, dann bekamen sie ungefähr ähnlich Arbeit, die sie gehabt 


haben? 





27,Juni-I.Schn-11-Breun- 


IT 


As Vermutlich jo, . Die Beamten der Geheimen Feldpolizei be- 


stenden zu 70 % aus XKriminelpolizei, zu 20 % cus der Verwaltungs 


polizei und zu 10 % von der Gestpo und zwrr weren die Gestapo- 
leute elles Jahrgene 1917 und jünger, die ja dann sowieso bei dc 
Truppe mit der Weffe dienen mussten,» 
T. Und wenn die Hoheren SS- olizeiführer diese Mann- 
schrften unter ihre Befehl bekommen heben, denn haben sie 
ehrscheinlich dieselbe m die verschiedenen Organisationen 
ilt, die unter ihrem Bereich waren, d.h. die Ürdnunzs- 
die Sicherheitspolizei und die Waffen-SS? 
die Leute, dcr Geheimen Feldpolizei, welche ja 
sbeamten und Mannschaften waren, weren ja ruschlicsslich vo: 
bwelrpolizei beschult und 
beherrschen 


n eusschliess 


g^inicht 


> 


Höheren SS- und Poli- 


nicht der 

F, ilso sie wurden auf die Gestapo, 
teilt? 

|^, und zwer in der Heimot sowohl, els wie in den Einsatz- 
konmendos enderer Länder, 

Das waren also ungefähr 5 Berufspoli 45 Unteroff: 

Mannschaften in jeder dieser Gruppen? 
dazu dos bestehende Unterpersonel 28 
ftfrhrer, 1 Rechnungsführer, 1 Oberfeldwebel , 5 Schreiber, 
Des weren zruppen in Frankreich? 
Ja, des waren in Frenkreich 23 Gruppen und 28 in anderen 


Ländern. 1865 
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27.Juni-I. Schm-12-Braun- 
LT. HARRIS: Ich habe keine weiteren Fregen mehr. 
DURCH MR LANOIRE: 
P. Zeuge, wollen Sie mir srgen ob die Leute, dio von dcr Ge- 
heimen Feldpolizei in die Sichorheitsy zei ungeschult wurden, 
ob diese Leute eine andere Uniform bekamen oócr gine Änderung 
der Uniform? 

Lis Jawohl mit ihrer Entlassung aus der Wehrmacht wrren sie 
keine Solärten mehr. 
MR LiMOIRE: Ich habe keine weiteren Trrsen 
DURCH DR WEISSGERBER: 

eine Proge. Das Hilfspersonal, also Kraftfshrer 

, usw. wurden nach der Überführung in die Sichor- 
hcitspolizei genau so gut Angehörige der Sicherheitspolizci wie 
die Hilfskrafte? 
die Jowohl, es wurden keinerlei Unterschiede gemacht, sondern 
die wehrmecht wo.lte eine rcinliche Trennung zwischen Feldpoli- 
zei und Sich: eitsnolizei haben und hot :sholb die gescnten 


Gruppen geschlos mi Jann und Ross und \egen üb.rführt. 


Sie von irgendeinem Fell, wo os eine Person versuch‘ 
r Orgenisetion gurtickzutreten, nachdem sie übers 
führt worden sind? 
be Ich habe von den 2300 Mann, die in Frankreich überführt 
worden sind, mindestens 1800 Gesuche zur Rücküberführung in die 
Wehrmacht erhalten und zwar au: n ganz oinfcchen Grund, 
weil sie sich verschlechtert hatten ie konnten jn nicht 
mehr befordert werden, Wenn sie bei der 
war das noch der Fall, während sie bei der Gestepo mit dem 
Unteroffizier am Ende ihrer Leufbehn ansekomnen waren. 
haben versucht aus der Organisetion heraus— 
ist geschehen, wenn Sie es versucht haben? 
io Denn habe ich über die Feldpolizei oder andere Beamte Ihn: 
mitgeteilt, dess eine Rückversctzung ruf Grund der Vereinbarung 


zwischen dem OKW und der deutschen Polizei nicht in Frrge kommt 
1366 
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Diesen Befehl het mir idmirel Caneris persönlich mit eteilt 
>] 


+ 


27.Juni-I Schm-13-Braun- 


und wie er als Ecgründung s-gte, er wolle keine Schweinerei 
mit dor Sichcerheitspolizci heben., 
des der Grund werum diese Leute heraus wollten, weil 


Position-nicht mehr verbessern konnten dn wo sie waren? 


ic wurden en sich bei der Sicherhcitspolizei nicht ihren 


Fechbermte wrren und so konnte es passi 

der früher im Leben eine gute Position und gross 

als S$S-Untierschrrführcer oder SS-Rottenführer bei der Sicher- 
hoitspolizoi ein klciner Monn war, in der Geheimen Feldpolize 


CLP2. TUBLIDY: Ich glaube wir werden uns jetzt vertagen. 


( tie Kommission vcertrgt sich cuf den 28. Juni 1946 um 
\ 


10.00 Uhr.) 


ist eine wahre ichtige Niederschrift der 


Juni 1946, 


Unterschrieben: Rudolf Wohl 


—— — 


Gerichtsstenogrrph 


Gerichtsstenogreph 


Begleubigt: Capt. Ge Joseph Tubridy 
cauftragter 





